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A MAN’S GOT TO KNOW HIS 
LIMITATIONS 

 
 
Clip From Magnum Force  
 
I know there was a good bit of sarcasm in Clint’s voice 
 when he said that line. 
But I also know for sure that what he said is true. 
 
All men are limited. 
Good men and bad men 
 and all the men in between. 
 
And one of the keys to succeeding in life 
 is admitting our limitations 
 and giving up the illusion that we can do anything and everything. 
 
The hours in our day are limited. 
The energy in our bodies is limited. 
What we’re good at is limited. 
 
You can do lots of things. 
But I know for sure you can’t do everything. 
 
I have a friend who was the star on his high school baseball team. 
He wanted to play in the big leagues. 
A pro scout came to see him. 
 
The first thing the scout did was time him  
 running from home plate to first base. 
When my friend stepped on the bag, 
 the scout looked at his watch, 
 shook his head and said, 
 “Sorry, son, it’s not going to work for you.” 
 
“What do you mean,” the my friend said. 
“You haven’t seen me hit or field.” 
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The scout said, 
 “Son, we can teach you how to hit and how to field. 
 But we can’t teach speed.” 
 
Fortunately, Mike accepted his limitations, 
 went to college 
  where he was his university’s number one engineering student, 
 started his own oil company, 
 and was the biggest giver at a church I pastored 20 years ago 
  on the west side of Houston. 
 
Mike could do all kinds of things, 
 but he couldn’t do everything. 
 
All of us are limited. 
   
The hours in our day, 
 the energy in our bodies, 
 the talents we possess. 
All limited. 
 
So is the length of our lives. 
 
What does the Bible say? 
 
Psalm 90.10,12: The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty if we  
 have the strength. 
Yet their span is full of trouble and sorrow,  
 for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 
Teach us to number our days aright, 
 that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
 
We don’t have forever to figure out what’s most important. 
We don’t have forever to do something with our lives that matters. 
We don’t have forever to make things right or get our lives in order. 
 
Our time on this planet is limited. 
So, the psalmist says we better be wise. 
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And I know for sure that part of wisdom is  
 admitting our limitations 
 and letting those limitations motivate us to use our lives wisely. 
 
So, here are my two givens for this morning. 
 
(1) You are limited. 
That I know for sure. 
 
(2) You want your life to count. 
That I don’t know absolutely for sure, 
You may be one of the few who doesn’t care. 
But I do know that most of us want our lives to matter. 
 
Here’s a clip from the Onion Sports Network. 
The Onion creates false news stories, 
 usually with a point. 
 
Clip from Onion Sports Network Coin Toss and the Meaninglessness of Life 
 
Believe your life is without significance and it will make you crazy. 
That’s the point of the clip, more or less. 
 
So, how do men who are limited, 
 but who want their lives to count, 
 how do we live wisely? 
 
1. WE UNDERSTAND THAT PRIORITES ARE ESSENTIAL. 
 
We can do many things with our lives. 
But we can’t do everything. 
 
And if we try to do everything, 
 we won’t succeed at anything. 
 
We can’t do everything we can think of doing. 
We can’t do everything we want to do. 
And we can’t do everything that we’re asked to do. 
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Priorities help us because: 
 
A. Priorities allow us to say no to good things that get in the way of the best  
 things. 
 
Many of you are cursed with competence. 
You’re good at many things. 
 
And if you’re not only competent, 
 if you’re also responsible, 
 people will ask you to do things, 
 things they think are important and  
very often what they’re asking you to do are good things. 
 
But it’s a trap to believe you can do everything 
 and to say yes every time you’re asked to do some good thing. 
 
God doesn’t ask us to be good guys who do everything others ask us to  
 do. 
He tells us to determine what he put us on this planet to do 
 and to do those things. 
 
And unless we prioritize what those things are, 
 we may do all kinds of good things, 
 but we may miss out on that one thing 
  or those few things 
that we were to use our limited time and energies 
 to accomplish. 
 
A man without priorities is like a ship without a rudder. 
He’ll find himself being pushed and blown in one direction 
 and then in another. 
And he may be moving all the time, 
 but there is a difference between movement and progress. 
And progress in life requires priorities that guide us 
 just as surely as a ship needs a steady hand on the rudder 
  if it’s to reach its destination. 
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Here’s something else that priorities do for us. 
 
B. Priorities confront us with our tendency to become distracted and coast. 
 
Week one, we said that we sometimes get to a place in life where we coast. 
Spiritually, we lose our focus and we begin to drift. 
Relationally, we quit working at our marriages or our relationships with out  
 kids or our friendships. 
Physically, we stop doing the unpleasant things required to stay in shape. 
Professionally, we coast on pass successes and stop learning new skills and  
 concepts. 
 
Physical fitness and professional development are important. 
But I’m more concerned with us spiritually and relationally. 
 
And here’s what I know for sure. 
It’s easy to get distracted from what matters most. 
 
The internet, 
 800 cable stations, 
 news programs that spend as much time on trivia 
  as they do on what’s important and significant, 
we live in a world of distractions. 
 
So much so, 
 that sometimes it’s hard to determine what really matters; 
  and even if we do, 
 it’s hard to stay focused on those things. 
 
And the best way to overcome the temptation to become so distracted 
 that we fritter our lives away, 
 is to determine what’s really important 
  and to keep those few things before us 
 like a beacon in the darkness, 
  calling us forward. 
 
And that’s what happens when we determine our priorities, 
 those few things that we have decided must come first 
  and be accomplished if we are going to succeed at life. 
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Though I have said you can’t do everything, 
 I know for sure you can do the most important thing. 
 
And that is you can control where you put your focus. 
 
You can’t control whether or not life is fair to you, 
 you can’t control whether or not people like you, 
 you can’t control the economy or the stock market, 
 you can’t control drunk drivers or cancer, and 
 eventually you can’t control your children and the decisions they make. 
 
But the one thing in life you have absolute control over 
 is the one thing in life that’s most important –  
 and that’s where you put your focus: 
 
 what you choose as your priorities, 
 what you decide to live for,  
 what you give your time and your energy to. 
 what you decide to accomplish with your limited life. 
  
Being able to control the focus of your life –  
 that is a great gift and a terrible responsibility that God has given to you. 
 
Because you are limited, 
 and because you want your life to matter, 
 it’s extremely important that you determine your priorities. 
 
And my promise is this, 
 there is power in having a purpose. 
And there is godly power in having a God-given purpose. 
 
 
2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE RIGHT PRIORITIES ARE  
 ESSENTIAL. 
 
You can have priorities 
 and live for your priorities, 
 but if they are not priorities that create a life that matters, 
 you’ve wasted your life. 
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Tim Sanders is the former chief solutions officer at Yahoo. 
 
He’s written a piece on establishing priorities. 
He suggests that you take your life  
 and all the things that you think are important,  
 and put them in one of three categories.  
These three categories are represented by three items:  
 glass, metal, and rubber. 
 
Things that are made of rubber,  
  when you drop them, they bounce back.  
Nothing really happens when these things get dropped.  
 
You miss a Texans game, 
  you don’t get to play golf, 
  you can’t afford the car you want. 
 
Even, you get passed over for a promotion. 
 
Things in this category matter emotionally for awhile 
  and they can go from pretty small (you don’t get to play golf) 
  to pretty big (you miss out on a promotion) 
  but your life bounces back. 
They don’t alter your marriage or your kids or your spiritual life. 
 
Then there are the things made of metal. 
When they get dropped,  
  they create a lot of noise.  
But you can recover. 
 
You miss a meeting at work,  
  and you get called on the carpet. 
But be responsible in the future, 
  and down the road it’s just a blip on the radar screen. 
The bank notifies you that you are overdrawn –  
  that's going to create some noise in your life, but you can recover from it. 
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Then, Sanders says, 
  there are things made of glass.  
And when you drop one of these,  
  it will shatter into pieces and never be the same.  
Even though you can piece it back together,  
  it will still be missing some pieces.  
And try as you might, 
  the consequences of breaking it will last will last an awfully long time, 
   if not forever. 
 
As Christians, we believe that God can restore what’s been broken. 
We believe that God is a redeemer 
 and he can bring good out of bad. 
 
But, Sanders’ point is a good one. 
 
We often worry about and become fixated on the rubber and metal 
 categories in our lives. 
They become our priorities. 
When what truly matters, 
 are other things that don’t bounce back  
 or just make noise if we drop them. 
But things that are important enough that we need to give them 
 our full attention and care. 
 
Sanders concludes: 
 
Tim Sanders: The thing is, you're the only person who knows what those 
  things are that you can't afford to drop.  More than likely, they have a lot  
  to do with your relationships. Your marriage, your family, and your  
  friends. 
 
Again, there’s a good deal of truth to what Sanders says. 
What you’re called to do will be different from what I’m called to do. 
 
But big picture, there are some commonalities. 
Let me talk about these first and then we’ll talk about us as individuals. 
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3. RIGHT PRIORITIES COME FROM A RIGHT UNDERSTANDING 
  OF WHO WE ARE. 
 
If it’s true, and I believe that it is,  
 that our decisions determine our destinies, 
then it’s true that nothing is more important than what we decide to put first. 
 
How do we determine what to put first? 
I think the place to look is at who we are. 
 
Who are we tells us a great deal about what we are to do with our lives. 
The first thing to tell you is that  
 
A. You are a created being. 
 
Why begin there? 
Because that’s where the Bible begins. 
 
Genesis 1.26: Then God said, “Let us make man in our image …”  So God  
 created man in his own image. 
 
Human beings exist because God created us. 
Good Christians can debate whether or not God employed some form of  
 evolution to get us here,  
but the Scriptures teach that we are not here because of some cosmic 
 coincidence. 
 
And the Bible goes further. 
It teaches that you are not here as 
 the result of blind chance or human passion. 
 
The psalmist says what is taught in other passages when he says 
 
Psalm 119.73: Your hands made me and formed me. 
 
You are a created being. 
You were created by God 
 and that should tell you something about your purpose and your priorities. 
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Look at  
 
Revelation 4.11: You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and 
 power; for you have created all things, and for thy pleasure they are 
 created. 
 
Everything God created, he created for his pleasure, 
 and that includes you. 
You were created to bring joy to the heart of God. 
 
That’s an easy one to misunderstand unless you have kids. 
 
You can easily think that existing for God’s pleasure 
 means that we are here to be his servants and do his will. 
And that is certainly part of it. 
 
But honestly, we don’t have children so they will be our servants and do our  
 will. 
And unless we’re pretty sick, 
 that’s not how our kids primarily bring joy to our hearts. 
 
My guess is you didn’t sit around with your wife and say, 
 You know 10 years from now  
  it would bring me pleasure to have someone else to mow the yard. 
 Why don’t we have a child? 
 
And your wife didn’t come to you and say, 
 This housework is becoming a drag. 
 Having someone else do it for me would bring me pleasure. 
 So, either get me a maid or get me a baby. 
 
No, you had children, 
 because you had love in your heart you wanted to share. 
And even if your wife was the driver in deciding to have a child, 
 somewhere along the way, 
 you discovered that nothing brought you as much pleasure 
  as holding your child, 
   and seeing his face, 
   and watching her take her first steps, 
   and eventually hearing the words, Daddy, I love you. 
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And as he or she got older, 
 nothing brought you as much pleasure 
 as having meaningful conversations with your children 
  where they would open their hearts and share their lives with you 
  and you were able to do the same with them. 
 
You were created for God’s pleasure. 
And nothing gives him more pleasure than your responding to his invitation 
 to become his child and grow in your relationship with him. 
 
Speaking of Jesus, John tells us: 
John 1.9-13: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
  world.  He was in the world, and though the world was made through  
 him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his  
 own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did receive him, to 
 those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
 God –  children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
 husband’s will, but born of God.  
 
You were created to become a child of God 
 and to have a personal relationship with him. 
Miss that, 
 and no matter what else you may accomplish, 
 you will have missed the greatest purpose and the greatest joy of life. 
 
When we think about priorities, 
 the place to begin is not so much with what you need to do, 
 but who you need to be. 
And that is, 
 a child of God who knows the Father 
  and who has a growing, personal relationship with him. 
 
And that means spending time with him, 
 sharing your heart with him, 
 and opening your life to his presence and to what he wants to tell you. 
 
In this passage and all throughout the Bible,  
 the message is consistent. 
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We don’t become God’s child 
 by being good enough, 
 or by going to church enough,  
 or by trying to follow the 10 Commandments. 
 
It occurs when we receive Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
It occurs when we admit our sinfulness 
 and our inability ever to do enough to make ourselves right with God, 
 and instead we trust what God has done for us  
  by sending his Son Jesus to die on the cross for us. 
 
All the time you hear me say: 
 Life is about relationships. 
 
And it is. 
 So much so, that you can’t fulfill your life’s purpose 
  unless you have a relationship with the God who created you 
   and invites you to be his son. 
 
B. You are a spiritual being. 
 
Now that means different things to different people. 
But most important for us this morning, 
 that explains why you and I need a sense of purpose in our lives. 
 
Back to Genesis 1.26. 
 
Genesis 1.26: Then God said, “Let us make man in our image …”  So God  
 created man in his own image. 
 
That means we have a spiritual nature. 
And because we are spiritual beings 
 we crave meaning, 
 and we want to live for something that truly matters. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3.11: … He has also set eternity in the hearts of men. 
 
That’s why the pleasures of the flesh are never enough. 
That’s why material possessions don’t do it. 
That’s why amassing power so often leaves people empty. 
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And that’s why professional success causes even those at the top to wonder: 
 Is this all there is? 
 
Clip from Pearl Harbor 
 
We yearn to live for something that matters, 
 something even that is eternal. 
 
Forgive me if you heard something similar to this in church recently, 
 but you are never bigger than the purpose you give your life to. 
 
And if you give your life to material success, 
 you’ll never be bigger than money and stuff. 
 
If you dedicate your life to being respected and looked up to, 
 you’ll never be more than a little mound of pride. 
 
But if you want to be a godly person, 
 you must have a godly purpose. 
If you want to be a kingdom person, 
 you must have a kingdom purpose. 
And if you want to live in a way that honors God and is worthy of the  
 life he gave you, 
 you must have a purpose that honors God 
  and is worthy of the life he gave you. 
 
And that purpose must be the priority of your life. 
You are a spiritual person with eternity in your heart. 
Live for anything else 
 and you will be less than you were meant to be. 
 
All I just told you is true. 
But you are a limited person, 
 that’s where we started and that means you can’t do everything, 
  not even every good, godly, kingdom thing that needs to be done. 
 
The good news is: you’re not expected to. 
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4. LIVE FOR THE PARTICULAR PURPOSE GOD HAS FOR YOU. 
 
You will make your greatest contribution  
 when you sense God’s particular purpose for your life, 
 and you make it your priority. 
 
 
You can be a good guy who does a bunch of good things. 
Or you can be a man who senses that God has called you to make a  
 real difference in a particular area, 
 and you can dedicate and invest your life in that area. 
 
If you discover God’s particular purpose for you, 
 another word we could use is calling, 
if you discover God’s particular purpose for you, 
 and let it like a magnifying glass does with the rays of the sun, 
 allow it to focus and intensify your efforts and your energies, 
I believe your concentrated and focused life, 
 even though limited, 
 can accomplish something truly great for God and for others. 
 
Here’s something else I believe. 
It’s there inside your heart. 
 
There is something that you care about, 
 some need, 
 some cause, 
 some group of people, 
that your heart is especially tender to. 
 
And I believe that place in your heart is a clue 
 to God’s specific purpose for you. 
There is a place within your being 
 where your gifts and your abilities and your concerns  
  come together and very often that is where you will find God’s 
  calling on your life. 
 
And I believe that discovering that calling and making it a priority in  
 your life is essential 
 if you are to going to live the life God has for you. 
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Here’s how I’m going to finish. 
 
Some of you will remember that in one of our Quest sessions 
 I said: 
 
Here’s a dose of reality. 
One day you’re going to die. 
And I’m going to do some of your funerals. 
 
And when that day comes, it’s going to be my job to make you look like a  
 good man. 
And before that day comes, it’s your job to give my some decent material to  
 work with.  
 
On December 29th I conducted a funeral service 
 for one the men who heard me say those words. 
Keith Mason. 
 
(Picture) 
 
And in my remarks, I thanked him for doing his job so well, 
 and making my job so easy. 
 
I can’t tell you everything I said about him. 
Family-wise, 
 he was a husband and father and grandfather and father-in-law, 
 who left a legacy of  
  love and patience and faithfulness. 
 
Outside of his family, 
 his passion was serving God and serving others. 
He went on many mission trips, 
 including our trips to Juarez 
 and trips with Living Water to drill water wells. 
He worked with Habitat for Humanity 
 and on Eleanor’s house, 
 and doing projects for the women’s shelter, 
 and with the United Way, 
  repairing homes and building wheelchair ramps. 
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Keith somehow found that place in his heart  
 where his abilities and his gifts and his concern for others 
  and his love for God 
 all met and it became his priority and his calling, 
and the result was an extraordinary life. 
 
I want to close by sharing some of what I said about Keith at his service. 
 
There are many things I could tell you about Keith. 
But here’s the only thing you really need to remember. 
Keith Mason got it. 
 
He got that life was not about him. 
He got that work was important, 
 but not most important. 
 
He got that life was about love, 
 that when all is said and done, 
 our lives are measured by love –  
 whether we loved God with all our heart, 
 whether we loved our family so they knew how much we cared, 
  and whether we loved others as ourselves, 
 especially the others that the world looks at as 
  little, least and last. 
 
Somewhere along life’s way he got that God really cares about the poor – 
those people who don’t have food to eat, 
 clean water to drink, 
 or a house to stay warm in. 
 
A grandmother living in a trailer, 
 raising two special needs children. 
Women who have been mistreated  
 and have to live in a shelter to be safe. 
The elderly who are confined to a wheelchair 
 and can’t go in and out of their houses 
 without a ramp. 
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Somewhere along life’s way, 
 Keith got it that loving God, 
  means loving those that God has a heart for. 
Somewhere along life’s way, 
 Keith got it that loving a Savior who gave his life for the world 
  means giving your life in service to those he loved. 
 
And loving and serving others in the Name of Jesus 
 became his greatest joy in life. 
And the result was an extraordinary life. 
 
Determine your priorities. 
And they will come out of who you are – 
 what you can do well, 
 what and who you care about most deeply –  
determine your priorities. 
 
Yours may be different than Keith’s. 
 
But determine YOUR priorities.  
Live your priorities. 
Don’t be distracted or dissuaded. 
Live your life on purpose 
 and these words will characterize you and your life. 
 
John Dryden: 
Happy the man, and happy he alone, 
he who can call today his own. 
He who secure within can say, 
“Tomorrow do thy worst, 
for I have lived today.” 
 
What does it mean to live today? 
It means you know who you are, 
 you know why you’re here, 
 you have determined your priorities, 
 and you lived for the reason God has put you here. 
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Then you can face tomorrow, 
 whatever may come, 
and say, “Do your worst, 
 for I have lived, 
 really lived today.” 
 
 
 
 


