
SERIES: HERO   SESSION ONE, FALL 2011 

WHY HEROES? 
 
 

Heroes come in all shapes and sizes, in all colors and with different personalities  
 and skills. 
 

But there is one thing they all have in common – when the moment of truth came, 
 

 they _____________. 
 

Karl Malantes: It was at this point I started screaming at the wounded machine  
 gunner to crawl up to my log and start that machine-gun duel, which would  
 keep the crew of one of the interlocking machine guns busy. I then got an M-79  
 man to move up next to me and had him start lobbing shells at the observation  
 slit of an adjacent bunker that was also giving us fits, directly up the hill from  
 us. Then I stood up. 
 

Karl Malantes: I did a lot of things that day, many of which got written into the  
 commendation, but the one I'm most proud of is that I simply stood up, in the  
 middle of all that flying metal, and started up the hill all by myself.   
 
WHY HEROES? 
 
1. WE ASPIRE TO BE MORE AND HEROES ____________ US TO  

BELIEVE WE CAN BE. 
 

Every one of us wants to be proud of our lives when we die. 
And every one of us knows that we won’t be able to die with our heads up if  
 all our lives we have kept our heads _________.  
 

WHO ARE WE? 
 

Society tells you that you are a ____________. 
The government tells you that you’re a tax payer. 
Your job tells you that you’re a worker. 
Your children tell you that you’re an ATM. 
And advertisers tell you that you are a slave to your _________ and stupid enough  
 to believe that the fullness of life can be found in the toys and the trinkets of a  
 dying world. 
But you know you’re more than that: you are a man made in the __________ of  
 God. 
 

And because you are a man there is within you a desire to ___________ for others, 
 mentor others, live for a purpose that matters, and fight a battle that counts. 
 

And because you are made in the image of God, you yearn for _______________. 
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Maximus Decimus Meridius: Brothers, what we do in life echoes in eternity. 
 

Heroes tell us that _________ lives are possible – and they are worth living; 
 heroes show us that we can rise above our circumstances; and  

heroes demonstrate that any man who will stand up for something that matters  
 and pay a price can live a life that is admirable and worthy of respect. 

  
2. THE ____________ NEEDS HEROES. 
 

The world has always needed and will always need men who will be men: 
 not brutish and belligerent and angry, but 
 ____________ and compassionate and determined and heroic. 
 

The world needs men who are too courageous to run, too proud to hide, and 
 

 too much like _________ to look away and act like it’s not happening. 
 

Heroes believe that tomorrow can be different and the future can be _________. 
They are certain that the future is not set;  

tomorrow does not have to be like today; and  
people are not condemned to the __________ of how it has always been. 

 

Heroes believe that the world should change;  
heroes believe that the world can change; and  
heroes believe that the world will change. 

And ultimately they come to believe that it’s their ____________ to make that  
 change happen. 
 
3. WE ___________ A HERO. 
 

The story of the hero and his journey has spoken to men throughout history 
and it speaks to us even in our cynical and self-centered culture because it’s not 
just a story – it is ______ story. 

 

And the story moves us because it is the story of the One who lives in our hearts. 
So sometimes, even in spite of ourselves, the story pulls us forward: 

  with the desire to love someone more than we love ourselves,  
  with the dream of being the one to bring others out of danger and despair,  

with the hope of stepping up with a heroic heart when our moment comes. 
 
Heroes inspire us to follow the Hero who lives in our hearts, and in His Name to  
 make the world a better place for others. 
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UPCOMING ATTRACTIONS 
 

Week 1 (Sep. 13/Sep. 18): Introduction 
 

Week 2 (Sep. 20/Sep. 25): Cinderella Man 
 

Week 3 (Sep. 27/Oct. 02): Mr. Holland’s Opus 
Week 4 (Oct. 04/Oct. 09): We Were Soldiers 
Week 5 (Oct. 11/Oct. 16): On the Waterfront 
Week 6 (Oct. 18/Oct. 23): Gandhi  
Week 7 (Oct. 25/Oct. 30): To Kill a Mockingbird 
Week 8 (Nov. 02/Nov. 06): Schindler’s List 
 

Go to www.netflix.com and sign up – get the package that includes DVDs at home – 
the “streaming only” option won’t work for the movies we have chosen.  Total cost 
is about $16/month – and they say the first month is a free trial. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Living Way UMC – Daycare Center: The work continues.  “Work Saturdays” will be 
announced.  Next project is hanging sheetrock.   
 

Labor of Love: Teams help single moms with repairs around the house.  Contact Dennis 
Woodley: dennis.woodley01@gmail.com 
 

Destination Manhood: Become a mentor to a boy who is without an active father in his 
life and most likely will come from an economically disadvantaged home.  Contact Rob 
Renfroe: rrenfroe@twumc.org 
 

A Profile of Champions Breakfast – Search Ministries: Enjoy a delicious breakfast in 
the company of Champions Tour Golf Pros.  The featured players will be sharing “inside 
the ropes” stories of their golfing career as well as experiences and insights about their 
Christian faith.  The interviews at the breakfast will give you and your guests a 
perspective rarely scene outside this type of event. The Woodlands Waterway Marriott: 
Wednesday, October 5, 2011, 7:00-8:30 a.m.  Tickets: $35/Person – Table of 10 - $350 
 

 

Men’s Small Group.  Hundreds of our guys meet in small groups to grow in their faith 
and help other men wanting to do the same.  Most groups meet weekday mornings before 
work.  Some mid-morning.  And some meet on Sunday evenings.  Couples groups also 
available.  rrenfroe@twumc.org 


