
SERIES: HERO   SESSION EIGHT, FALL 2011 

SCHINDLER’S LIST: 
 FLAWED, FAILED AND HEROIC  

 
 

WHAT MADE OSKAR SCHINDLER A HERO 
 

1. SCHINDLER WAS __________________. 
 

If the world is wrong, you can’t go along with its values and be _________. 
 

If the world is wrong, you cannot live the way everyone else lives, for the things that  
 everyone else lives for, following the rules that everyone else lives by and be a hero. 
 

Or even a ___________, for that matter. 
 

Mark 1.15: The time has come.  The kingdom of God has come near.  
 Repent and believe the good news! 
 

The Bible describes the world as _____________ territory. 
 

And the enemy and his kingdom  have influenced the way we think and act, so much so  
 that often we don’t question its values or even recognize how wrong they are. 
 

John 12.31: Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this  
 world will be driven out. 
 

2 Corinthians 4.4: The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that  
 they cannot see the light of the gospel …  
 

Colossians 1.13-14: For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and    
 brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves …   
 

There is a _________ of kingdoms taking place. 
 

The pretender to the throne, the prince of this world, has brought the dominion of  
 darkness into the world, telling us what is false is true,  what is fake is real, and what  
 is worthless is valuable enough to ______________________ for. 
 

It’s harder to recognize in our time than in Schindler’s, but the dominion of darkness is  
 still here, present in our society and our world. 
 

And it is our job to __________. 
 

John R. W. Stott: The followers of Jesus are to be different from … secular world …  
 The Sermon on the Mount is the most complete delineation anywhere in the New  
 Testament of the Christian counter-culture. Here is a value-system, ethical standard,  
 religious devotion, attitude to money, ambition, lifestyle and network of 
 relationships all of which are totally at variance with those in the non-Christian  
 world. And this Christian counter-culture is the life of the kingdom of God, a fully  
 human life indeed but lived out under the divine rule. 
 

Bottom line: We cannot go along with the world and claim to be going with _______. 
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2. SCHINDLER ACTED __________________. 
 

Righteousness is more than _____________ morality. 
 

Righteousness includes seeing the evil around us and doing something about it.  
 

Anna Duklauer Perl: I knew something had gone terribly wrong ... They cut our hair  
 real short and sent us to the shower. Our only hope was Schindler  would find us. 
 

Is it possible that there is someone whose only hope is that some man of God might  
 care enough to find him or her? 
 

If there’s a battle going on between two great kingdoms – the Kingdom of God 
 and the dominion of darkness – can we claim to be righteous if we’re sitting on the  
 sidelines and not joining the battle that brings liberation to the captives. 
 

Being righteous, in addition to personal morality, not instead of it, means being  
 committed to and spending one’s life for a ____________ cause. 
 
3. SCHINDLER USED HIS _______________. 
 

Schindler knew what he was good at and what he wasn’t good at. 
 

And he used his ____________ to fight his battle. 
 

We all have different gifts and abilities. 
What keeps us from heroic lives is not having the wrong abilities but not ___________  
  the abilities we have. 
 

William Barclay: An honest assessment of our capabilities, without conceit and  
 without false modesty, is one of the first essentials in a useful life. 
 

You have the personal resources you need to be a hero; you just need to ___________ 
 them to a cause that matters. 
 
4. SCHINDLER DIDN’T ____________ THE SACRIFICES HE MADE. 
 

In your male heart there is a _____________ desire to come through, to dare and to  
 risk, and to do what others need you to do. 
 

If you’re going to regret anything, regret that you failed trying to do something that  
 mattered. 
 

But don’t settle for a life of playing it safe, and giving up  and being satisfied with  
 

 _________________. 
 

Wouldn’t you rather fail at something great than succeed at something that doesn’t  
 matter? 
 

Heroes give more and risk more than others do. 
 

But they never regret the lives they live. 
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

Living Way UMC – Daycare Center: The work continues.  “Work Saturdays” continue for 
the next few weeks. 
 
Destination Manhood: Mentor a boy who is without an active father and most likely comes 
from an economically disadvantaged home.  Email Rob: rrenfroe@twumc.org 
 
 

 

Onsite Couples Retreat: It’s Your Move.  Friday evening – Sunday morning, at TWUMC,  
with Jay and Ingrid Myers, Nov. 11-13.  Cost $150.  Find out more and register at  
www.thewoodlandsumc.org/familylife. 
 
Driving Family Futures.  Helping homeless families with transportation in conjunction  
with Family Promise.   
 
Kairos Closing Ceremony: Eastham Prison.  Experience an exciting night, witnessing the  
power of God and hearing testimonies from inmates whose lives have been changed by God’s 
grace and the love of Christian men.  Sunday, Nov. 13, leave The Woodlands at 2:30 and 
return about 8:30. 
 
Deeper Lecture Series – (Friday, Nov. 11, 7-9 p.m. at the Loft) Our second session will 
feature Dr. Ted Campbell of Perkins Seminary at SMU, who will speak on Christ in Primitive 
Christianity. For more details and to register, please visit 
www.thewoodlandsumc.org/discipleship 
 
Men’s Small Group.  Couples groups also available.  Email: rrenfroe@twumc.org. 
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